The Word Made Flesh – Part 1, Purpose & Plan – December 6, 2011 

Greetings Friends,

It is such an honor to write on this new series, The Word Made Flesh, Part 1, Purpose and Plan.  After all this is the season, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. [John 1:1, 14]
How often do we entertain the true purpose and plan for Jesus the Christ being born? The first Adam succumbed to the temptation from the enemy through Eve, which caused mankind as we know it to be condemned to hell.  But thank God for God’s unlimited forgiveness, grace, mercy and truth.  Jesus the Christ was born as our second Adam, a second chance to restore us back to God’s original plan for mankind.  All who accept Jesus as Savior and Lord, and follow God’s purpose and plan through the leading of the Holy Spirit will enter into the abundant life here on earth and in the life to come.  We must understand God cannot, will not and has not allowed the enemy to win.  We were created in the image and after the likeness of God.  We were created to worship God.  We are God’s best creation.  There is a big difference between how we were created in comparison to how we were born.  Again, we were created in the image and after the likeness of God, our Creator, but we were born into a sinful nature because of the fall.  Thus, even after the fall, God still allowed us to retain an impaired image of Himself so that we will always be looking to find our way back to Him, our Creator.  Somebody needs to hear this.  The more we understand God’s purpose and plan for our individual lives, the more enjoyable, fruitful and fulfilling we will be as Christ followers.

Linking back to our topic, God cared so much about us; He prepared a body for Himself to dwell amongst us.  Glory to God.  God cares so much for us, He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in us, to comfort us, to lead us into all truth.  God cares so much for us; He gave us the power of CHOICE.  Lord, help me here.  True love, genuine love is shown through the power of CHOICE.  God gives us a CHOICE in all we do, good or evil.  God cares so much about us; He extends His grace and mercy to us to help us make the right choice.  Help me Jesus.  Somebody needs to get this revelation.  Even in wanting to obey God, even in wanting to do right by God, God helps us to obey Him through extending His grace and mercy towards us, because we are such a mess in our flesh.  Glory.  How so?  By not always allowing us to see what we want to see in our future.  If the truth be told, if some of us knew the details of God’s plan and purpose for us, we would have chosen differently.  The spirit and the flesh war against the other.  The spirit desires the will of God while the flesh wants what it wants.  Oh, help me somebody.  Therefore, God drops nuggets here and there to lead and guide us into obeying Him.  Somebody needs to hear this.  Lord help me here.  We would only like to think we are so great and so wonderful because we are following God, but I just thank Him for informing me, I am only who I am in Him because of who He is to me.  Hallelujah to the Lamb of God.  I am not putting myself down.  I am merely not getting confused about who is really in charge of my life.  Jesus, my Lord.  If it is happening in my life, it is because God is allowing it to happen, good or bad.  I am not double-talking here.  That is why we need to read His Word.  Balance.  I really do know I move, breathe and have my being in Him, and Him alone.  God uses the foolish things to confound the wise and except we continue to delve into His Word, be open to acknowledge and experience Him knowingly in our day-to-day walk, we will not understand on any scale the purpose and plan God has for our individual lives nor why He does things the way He does.  God’s ways and thoughts are higher than ours.
As I end this piece, it is my hope and desire we meditate on why God used the METHOD of choice to prepare Himself a body to dwell amongst us.  I believe there is a lesson to learn in our natural lives.  There was a purpose and plan for God allowing our parents to be our parents including the events surrounding our conception, even if we were violated and became pregnant.  God knew this.  God remains faithful to His Word and His Word says that there is a purpose and plan for EVERYBODY.  It is up to the individual to pursue God for their purpose and plan.   If God allowed it, we need to look for the purpose and the plan in it. 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. [Luke 1:26-38]

Last, God leads by example.  God wants us to remember the true reason He, God, prepared a body for Himself to dwell amongst us.  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. [Romans 5:8]  How else could Christ die for us except He be born for us? For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. [John 3:16-17] If we can just get that, the true reason, God wanted to dwell amongst His creation, my God, we will not be so distracted by the world’s perspective of what the American Dream is about.  Rather, we will be pursuing what God’s perspective [purpose and plan] is of and for our lives, an abundant life here and in the life to come.  Thank you God for Jesus the Christ.
May God continue to bless each of us as we remember the true purpose for Jesus the Christ being born.

Until the next time, peace be unto you all!

Pastor Andra
