Uniquely Yoked, Uniquely Reminded – November 9, 2010

Greetings to All!

God continues to amaze me through His wonderful, living Word!  I just plain dare you to consistently seek Him.  I really dare you!  For in that consistent seeking Him, consistently exercising your faith in Him and not faint, you will be convinced that HE is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him [Hebrews 11:6]!  Hallelujah!

I was reading in the Book of Acts, chapter 11 where Peter was explaining to the Jewish Christians the account he had ministering to Cornelius’ household, a Gentile people.  [4] But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them saying, [5] I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even to me: [6] Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. [7] And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise Peter; slay and eat. [8] But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth. [9] But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. [10] And this was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven. [11] And, behold, immediately there were three men already come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. [KJV]  Praise the Lord!

The number three caught my attention in verse 10 and 11.  As a matter of fact, the number three seems to follow Peter.  I began to think, wait a minute!  Jesus told Peter that he would deny Him three times before the cock crowed, and Peter vehemently said he would never deny Him. [Mark 14:30]  Well, we know Peter what happened.  Peter denied knowing Jesus three times and on the third time, the cock crowed, Peter wept bitterly because he remembered what Jesus had told him.  

It gets better.  After the resurrection in John 21, Jesus appears to seven of the disciples.  Look what happens next starting at verse 15, So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me more than these?  He saith unto him, Yes, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. [16]  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me?  He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. [17] He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me?  Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

Now, the KJ Study Bible annotation for verses 15-17 says “This interview was probably conducted within the hearing of the other six disciples.  Peter had publicly professed his loyalty before the Crucifixion and Jesus wants the other disciples to understand Peter’s restoration.  Jesus uses his old name Simon, not “Rock,” his new spiritual name.  More than these is a reference to the other disciples (cf. Matt. 26:33, where Peter claimed he would be loyal when all others failed. Jesus repeats the question three times, no doubt to remind Peter of his three denials of his Lord.”
Check out Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial of Him in Luke 22.  [31] And the Lord said, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat. [32] But I have prayed for thee, that they faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. [33] And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. [34] And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.
The KJ Study Bible annotation states here that “Jesus predicts Peter’s denial but also his repentance (v.32; art converted means “have come back to your former firm stand”).  Hallelujah!  Don’t you love it when Jesus uses His prophetic gifts?!  I oftentimes forget seeing Him as a Prophet and not just the Savior of the world.  I get stuck sometimes!  Pray for me!
This brings me to my grand finale for this teaching, Uniquely Yoked, Uniquely Reminded!  I love how God brings revelation, insight to me.  I will be reading one thing and before I know it, a light bulb goes off sending me all over the word, searching, seeking to know what God wants me to know about Him, His Word and how it applies to my daily life whether it be past, present or future.  Such is the case with this particular teaching, and I thought it maybe of benefit to someone else.

So, I looked up the definition unique, and I chose to use ‘only one of its kind’ for this teaching.  I like this particular definition because it is consistent with how God made each of us, unique.  We are fearfully and wonderfully made but each one of us is unique, uniquely made to serve God, a joint-heir to Jesus Christ, and a part of the royal priesthood, body of Christ, many members, and one Body.  There is not one of us identical, not even with identical twins, but we have the same God as our Heavenly Father.  I heard a minister say recently, ‘we are all number one to God at the same time.’  I like that!  It is true!  We can all approach the throne of God, pray to Him, cry out to Him all at the same time, and His powerful Love makes all of us feel absolutely special, unique, one of a kind, all at the same time!  That’s the kind of God I want to serve, don’t you?!  Our relationship with Jesus Christ is unique, one of its kind.  He knows how to deal with each of us.  There are times when He wants to get our attention.  He knows just what to do.  He knows just how to remind each of us so poignantly that it is Him reminding us, nudging us to do a certain thing.

He used the instance of three times or the number three with Peter as great significance of a prophetic word Jesus had given him.  Jesus was serious about what He wanted Peter to do in his ministry, in his life for Him.  What does God say to you to get your attention in really urgent matters?  What does God remind you of specifically when He wants you to do something of extreme importance?  I believe there is something to be gleaned from here!

These scriptures may make sense if you read in the reverse order!  I oftentimes tend to be a backwards kind of girl!  I love you all!

God bless each of you until the next time!

Pastor Andra

