Waiting for an Ideal Situation? - November 4, 2010

Greetings Friends!

I thank God for the opportunity to share another teaching.  This one hits home and one that really encourages me in God as a parent. 

My daughter will be starting her new job as a store manager in a few days of this teaching.  She has 15 years of retail experience, 8 years in management with 4 years as an assistant store manager.  She is 33 years old.  She is my big baby.  I am very proud of her as a parent should be, but I am proud of her for a different reason.  Psalm 75:[5] Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck. [6] For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. [7] But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another [KJV].  

Fifteen years is a long time to be in the retail industry.  God put her in these high-end stores for a purpose.  She started as a sales associate and worked her way up.  She learned the most complicated retail systems.  She has dealt with all kinds of customers, and the hours.  She excelled in spite of.  She has endured at lot as with any job, but she remained committed and faithful to what was entrusted into her hands including her own personal life adversities.  She is no different than anyone else.  Truthfully, she was trying to get out of the retail industry altogether.  Still, God is the one who gives true promotions that man has no control over, and her promotion came through an unexpected store phone call and with an entirely different company and God only took 6 days to seal the complete deal for her with a wonderful increase.  That’s God!  Two scriptures come to mind that I saw and continue to see working in her life:  Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not [Galatians 6:9].  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?  Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also [James 2:14, 24, 26, KJV].  She earned her way in God’s sight, and He rewarded her.  Still, this is not why I am proud of her.  Bear with me!  You know I tell stories to get my point over!  So, bear with me please!  You will be blessed by it!
Most notable about her management style is that she is hands-on.  Even in her beginning years of management as an overnight supervisor, she was hands-on.  She served as she led.  She ensured the team had everything they needed to succeed on the job and she taught them according to their personalities and giftings.  Therefore, they were trained properly.  Further, she would work alongside them helping to get the work done.  She also delegated which gave them ownership of what they did and as well as it helped them to become more efficient and effective in their positions.  As she grew, they grew, and as they grew, she grew.  She soon realized this was part of her ministry.  She is a born-again believer and has been for a number of years.  Because she invested in the staff she supervised according to their personality and gifts, the revenues increased and they felt better about themselves.  This is a win-win situation.  We call this servant leadership.  This was God’s plan for her, and the enemy almost took her out before receiving her next level blessing as she was struggling in her private life just to keep her head above water. 

Again, I am very proud of her promotion and accomplishments in general but from a different perspective.  In hindsight, my conversations to her, and we both agreed that a couple of things happened for God to open this particular unexpected blessed door for her; she was obedient in something He told her to release that was a very big deal and then she asked God the infamous question: “Lord, what do you want me to do?  I don’t want to go to the left or to the right I just want to do what you want me to do.”  Friends, this is every godly mother’s dream come true.  This is what I am proud of the most!  My desire has been for her to surrender more and more of herself to God as a born again believer so that she can grow into the godly woman she is and to knowingly walk in and on purpose realizing she answers to God, first and foremost, and my big baby is getting it!  She surrendered her will to God rather than waiting for an ideal situation to occur!

This is a mother’s nugget:  She is praying on her end and I am praying on my end.  God had her in a very, very quiet place not with a lot of communication period.  We were praying for God to make it clear and plain to her what she needed to do because she was about to make some very important life changing decisions and we both wanted her to be in God’s will.  As a mother, we are to pray for our children and be obedient as God directs our steps as well, talk when we are supposed to talk, shut up when we are supposed to shut it up, and so forth, but if we do this without wavering, God’s in His own timing, He will do the releasing.  I would like to say I prayed alone, no.  I called my prayer partner and asked them to keep my daughter in prayer to be open to God to receive His clarity and His will.  Therefore, I not only rejoiced in many decisions being made clear that day with this promotion for her, but my prayer partner rejoiced with me.  We all have a part to play, and God does His part that only God can do.  I thank God for my praying mother as well and for the many who keep our family in prayer.  Thank you!  It is so much appreciated!  James 5:[16] says Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much [KJV].  And although my daughter received this promotion with a new company as its store manager, we are rejoicing over so much more…a more surrendered heart to God.  God works mightier in surrendered hearts rather than waiting on ideal situations to occur!  She realizes in order to maintain this blessing and grow further she has to dig deeper and surrender more to Him, because her promotion came truly from God!  But Friends, this is what serving God is all about…nevertheless, not my will but thine will be done. 
I will end this teaching by sharing Apostle Paul written words to Timothy as Paul was at the end of his journey.  I have shared this particular passage before [A WHOLE You in God!  Part 7] because it clearly depicted Paul continued surrendered life style in less than ideal situations after becoming a Christ follower.  God used Paul in unimaginable ways.  Paul’s Christian legacy far outweighs his days as a sinner hands-down.  Paul is the one who instructed us in Phil. 1:6 that living a Christian’s life is a process and that Christ would finish what He began in us.  Paul spent a lot of time alone and in less than ideal situations, but he kept pressing on in Jesus name and God revealed so many things to him.  Look at what God allowed him to pen as part of the Holy Bible.  We are sequels to the Bible.  Do not forget that.  And even at the end of his journey, in a prison cell that had an 18-inch opening, Paul still writing encouraging letters in Jesus name for those he loved dearly in the Body of Christ to keep on keeping on in the faith.  This is encouragement my Friends.  The entire Bible is filled with so many people God used in less than ideal situations to do mighty things in His Name.  So my encouragement to others and definitely to my daughter has been “go through the process.”  We owe God our lives.  Why?  God showed His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died on the cross [Romans 5:8].  In my daughter’s case, her job is a part of her ministry walk.  She serves by example; a servant leader.  Is that not what Jesus Christ did?

“2 Timothy 4:[1] In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: [2] Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. [3] For the time will come when me will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. [4] They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. [5] But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. [6] For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. [7] I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
Please do not allow less than ideal situations to prevent you from serving, obeying, relying on the One God who has everything and I mean everything under His control.  True Christ followers realize surrendering and surrendering especially in less than ideal situations is a way of life.  They do not stop.  They do not retire.  They keep pressing on until the very end.
I pray this encouraged you as much as it has encouraged me to fight the good fight of faith!

God bless you all in Jesus name!  Until the next time,

Pastor Andra

