Where is God in All of This? Finance Frustration, Part 2 – September 29, 2011

My Dear Friends,

When are we ever going to wake up out of our sleep of carnality?  When are we ever going to wake up to see the spiritual aspects of life, so that, we can experience a level of freedom in Christ that will surpass our natural understanding?  Wake up!  Come on let us get our spiritual walk with God more together so we can win more souls to the kingdom and truly experience what this race is all about!  Nevertheless, when life hits us hard and heavy, we start crying, complaining, wondering, what in the world is going on?  Where is God in all of this?  God is everywhere.  HE is an omnipresent God.  HE is a present help in times of trouble.  The question should be, ‘where are we in all of this?’  Are we where we are supposed to be?  Are we doing what we are supposed to be doing?  If we think we are, we need to double check to see if we are looking through our natural eyes or looking through the spiritual eyes of God.  The Word of God says that the love of many will wax cold and many will fall away from the faith.   ‘Where are we in all of this?’  Are we in the right position?  Are we ready to serve?

I am apparently still frustrated, but my frustration is a little different now, I think.  Oh, and by the way, I thank God for ALL of your encouraging comments from the Part 1 – Frustration teaching.  It was a pleasant and welcoming surprise.  You all are good people.  It is a pleasure to serve each of you.  However, there is something else I believe you need to know about me before I get to the real crux of this teaching, and that is, most of what I write I have experienced 90+% of the time, and of course, the other 10-% is from interacting with other people.  The irony though is the 90+% of my experiences is somehow related to most of the people I have run across in life.  That is a staggering % but more importantly, this confirms that there are still a lot of hurting people in need of healing from God.

We give too much credit to the enemy for our frustrations.  The enemy’s intent is to kill, steal and destroy [John 10:10a], but God will use those very frustrations to build our character, to work out some kinks, like pride, selfishness, gossiping, being a busy body, etc.  God want us to ‘look’ a little deeper at our own situations and perhaps we will not be so hard on others. [Matthew 7:5]  While some of us may not be able to get a complete do over in certain situations or circumstances, we can get a do over in Jesus.  We get a chance at a new life.  We get the opportunity to get renewed minds, changed hearts, new walks, new talks, and a completely new perspective.  Now, IF, and I mean IF we continue with Him we will see changes and/or transformations be worked out in our lives like never before and this is called sanctification, progressive sanctification at that, we will be pleasantly surprised at where we end up in life, and oh so much happier.  Salvation is just the beginning; sanctification is a new way of life, a process that will continue until we meet Jesus.  [Philippians 1:6]

Okay.  Here comes the hard stuff.  God wants us more impressed with how a person live their lives in obedience to Him versus the possessions they have which ‘seemingly’ captivate us to no end.  This happened to the woman in the garden. [Genesis 3:6]  This curse can be broken.  People say they want to hear the unadulterated Word of God.  While some people do, most people do not.  We talk a good talk, but living a believer’s life, being a Christian is very doable.  It takes work and practice like everything else.  It is very easy to do wrong, but it requires a lot to do right by God, and that requirement is total submission to Him, living a surrendered life to Him.  God’s standards are higher and oh so much better than ours and definitely better than the enemy. [Isaiah 55; Proverbs 3:5-7]

I believe our carnality has taken us to levels of disobedience than most of us can imagine, especially in the Body of Christ.  If our testimony does not stem around getting a car, a house, a promotion on the job, we think that is not a testimony.  We throw money on the altar trying to seed to get that house, car, job promotion when in fact all we have to do is obey God’s Word behind our closed doors.  [Malachi 3, Luke 6, Luke 14]  I can say this because I have done this and I did it for years.  I gave away money obligated for other things to the man or woman of God preaching on television or at the local assembly that God did not tell me to give, but I gave because of my pain or hurt.  While this may not be wrong per se, God did not tell us to be silly, and I was silly and I was silly for years.  I gave on top of my regular tithes and offerings.  I did not get any check in the mail because of giving.  I got a check in the mail because it was due me, and God gave it to me in His timing.  I did not get a promotion on the job because I gave money.  I got a promotion on the job because I did my job and God touched the hearts and minds of my superiors to give me the promotion in God’s timing.  Wake up people!  I hate saying this.  I really do, but again, I can say this because I was a participant in this.  Thank God.  I have been delivered from this for a number of years now and I am able to see more clearly, what is really going on.  Many have walked away from the faith, and many have walked away from ministry because the money did not come for them.  Brother and Sisters, God called us for soul winning not for money.  
Many in the Body of Christ are hustling the people.  Yes.  Many of my Brothers and Sisters in the Body are con artists, hustlers.  I was conned too.  It is very easy to be conned or hustled when we are in pain, hurting, desperately seeking a breakthrough.  The last place we expect to be conned or hustled is in the ‘church house.’  It is obvious those who are con artists and hustlers in the Body were never delivered from being that con artist, hustler from their old lifestyle.  That is why they need to go back to the altar to get deliverance for that specific area, and so on.  It is a process, but they do need to confess and repent of this behavior to the people before God.

If you are frustrated with me for writing this, that is good! Maybe now we can get up off this ‘prosperity’ trip and get to the real business of serving God.  Many of us are still dealing with the same hurt, pain and financial problems as before.  God is the Master Healer.  These healings comes through and by loving God with every fiber of who we are, and then we must receive His love in order to love and serve others and we need to stop putting a price tag on everything.  [Deut. 11:13, 22; Joshua 22:5; John 13:34] 

I am so ashamed I was caught up in the ‘prosperity’ movement.  Nevertheless, I am also grateful to God He allowed me to be set free from it.  Moreover, I am too embarrassed to write where it landed me at.  I am told when we learn better, we do better and believe me I have certainly learned some valuable lessons in how to do better with finances.

Next to the last thing, the point is God asks us to give tithes and offerings to HIS House so there may be meat in His House. [Malachi 3]  When we rightly divide this truth and bridge it over to the New Testament, God requires the men and women of God to redistribute what is given to the House back to the people in need, those we serve especially. [Acts 2]  We need to get it right.  We need to learn to take care of home first, the Body first that we serve, and then branch out.  We need to take Ephesians 4 literally back to the altar of God so He can rework some things inside of us.  While we are there, we need to pull out Luke 14:25-35, counting the cost.  If we take these teachings seriously and apply them in our personal lives first, and then apply it to the Household of Faith, we will become more successful in God teaching and training people to get out of their financial bondages.  Now, remember I mentioned, some people say they want the unadulterated Word of God.  Well, this is where you get to see who is real and who is not.  God requires us to live in moderation period, which means living beneath our means, living on a budget that leaves room to help ourselves first, and then help others, a disciplined life.  Most folk want to do what they want to do and live the way they want to and they can, but it will catch up with them eventually!  Oh, and, I am not saying there are not offerings of sacrifice, but believe me, the way we do it is twisted.  I am no better in some ways, but even in my prosperity blindness, this ministry did give back to the people but it could have done even more.  

Last thing, there are ministries out here who should help get a person on a godly financial track, like your local assembly, but I have found few who will give it back to the people that gave to them.  The principle of Acts 2 is a solid principle that really does work if we work it, just based on giving tithes and offerings as God required, and working with the people to help get them out of their financial debt, again, just solid ministry work.  Some people say they cannot afford to tithe.  I tell people if that is the case, they are living above their means.  Do they really need all of the stuff they have?  Do we really want to get from under this debt?  
I got five (5) easy steps a ministry or local assembly can do:  

1) teach the people through practice to honor God through obedience, give tithes and offerings wherever God tells you to give, so that God can rebuke the devour for our sake; 
2) turn around and helped them pay the bill they need help in paying, at least some of it; 
3) give them a letter of their financial contributions to write off on their taxes at the end of the year; 
4) work with them to re-budget more modestly if they are open to it, and 
5) we pay if forward, meaning, the bank should grow as we pay this teaching forward.
God’s House is a Bank to His people, a Bank that should never ever go bankrupt, if we do it His way.  I messed up, and now I am working diligently to get it right so we can help the people who really need and deserve the help.  Then we can boldly proclaim, ‘we are the head and not the tail.’  ‘Where is God in all of this?  HE is asking us, ‘where are we in all of this?’  2 Timothy 2:[15] Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  John 5:[38] And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. [39] Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. [40] And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. [KJV] The Holy Spirit was sent to dwell in us, to lead and guide us into all truth….it is a process.  Again, I am correcting what I messed up, moving forward with my Father’s business, and I am hoping we ministers and believers alike can join hands together to help more people to turn to GOD, to trust GOD FIRST and FOREMOST, and maybe we will be better able to discern who is really preaching and teaching the truth.  Whew!  I am tired! 

I was trying to write a teaching on Freedom in Christ, but I guess I needed more purging to do before I get there!

I love you all!  God bless each of you until the next time,

Pastor Andra

