A WHOLE You in God!  Part 5 – June 21, 2010

Praise the Lord Everyone!
I pray each of you take the time to chew on this segment for a minute and wait for God to speak to you concerning His plans and purpose for your life.  I pray that those of who have an ear to hear will earnestly hear what the Spirit is saying to you in Jesus name.
Acts 9:[20] And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” [21] All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take them in chains to the leading priests?” [22] Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. [23] After a while some of the Jews plotted together to kill him. [24] They were watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him, but Saul was told about their plot. [25] So during the night, some of the other believers lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the city wall. [26] When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer! [27] Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus. [28] So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all around Jerusalem with them, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. [29] He debated with some Greek-speaking Jews, but they tried to murder him. [30] When the believers heard about this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus, his hometown. [31] The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and it became stronger as the believers lived in the fear of the Lord. And with the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in numbers. [NLT]
Recap

As long as Saul kept up with the religious traditions of his peers [his inner circle so to speak], he was accepted and no doubt hailed as a strong respectable man. Yet while in normal pursuit to persecute the family of God on this particular day on this particular road, God in His Sovereignty once again showed His love toward mankind by transforming the life of one imperfect human being who didn’t even know he needed to be transformed.

Saul was blinded by the passions of this world; lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life, and then God physically blinded him for three days.  During these three days, Saul did not eat or drink.  Saul was fasting.  Perhaps he didn’t know he was fasting, perhaps he did.  At least Saul knew to pray to God.  God gave Saul a vision during his prayer time of the man, Ananias, who God had chosen to come to lay hands on him so he might receive his sight.

Ananias, the believer, in his humanity was afraid to accept the assignment God had declared unto him until God made it very clear to him as written here: [15] But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel.  Then Ananias obeyed the instructions of the Lord.
Let’s face it many of us are the same way.  Sometimes it’s difficult to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.  God oftentimes has to come down and speak to us directly in whatever form He chooses that will cause us to obey Him.  Can I get a witness somebody?!

Point of Study
Saul’s journey had begun.  He was preaching powerful word that Jesus was the risen Messiah to the Jews in Damascus.  The Jews that heard couldn’t disprove of Saul’s preaching of the risen Messiah so a few of them plotted to kill him—no doubt some who used to egg Saul on to persecute the family of God.  The Jews witnessed a convicted Saul, a converted Saul.  They heard from a Jesus-believing Saul who preached with authority and with power!  They were threatened now!  How could this be?!  But instead of God allowing Saul to be killed by them at this time, God had a group of believers to provide protection and help him to escape by lowering him down through an opening in the city wall so that Saul may continue his journey for God’s glory.  Hallelujah!  Thank God for the faithful believers!
Saul arrived in Jerusalem where he wanted to join the other believers, but they were afraid of him.  Oh, but God always has a ram in the bush.  Barnabas spoke up on Saul’s behalf and this is what he said: [27] Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.  And the scripture says in [28] So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all around Jerusalem with them, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.  Saul was accepted in the family of God by his fellow believers.  What a joy!  Well, let’s read on in [29] He debated with some Greek-speaking Jews, but they tried to murder him. [30] When the believers heard about this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus, his hometown.  Oh, joy!  I wonder how going back home as a converted Christian is going to be for Saul?
There is so much going on here ya’ll and it is so good!  God had two people in place strategically who would prove to us that God is still alive and working in the hearts of men and women who will obey Him in spite of their own fears, differences and callings.  A person [Ananias] who followed the instructions of God even when he didn’t understand or even perhaps agree and a person [Barnabas] who witnessed the transformation of someone who was once fierce and ruthless against the family of God to speak up for him to other believers as a testament that Saul had been changed by the power of God.  Glory to God!
Thought to Ponder
But what I believe many leaders don’t preach enough on is this in [16] And I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.”  Let’s face it very few ministers want to tell the truth about the S word.  It’s a no, no…SUFFERING, yet sinners continue to suffer at the hands of Satan and the Body of Christ doesn’t understand their sufferings for Christ sake.   Help us Jesus!
Can this be one of the reasons why many people don’t accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior and can this be one of the reasons why so many Christians backslide and remain carnal Christians?
If you go back and re-read the scriptures above, almost immediately after Saul’s conversion to Christianity, the enemy sought to kill him through his former peers for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but as long as Saul was still on their side and doing their sinful deed, it was all good and cool with them.  Come on ya’ll let’s be real about this thing!  2 Corinthians 1:[5] For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ. [3] All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. [4] He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us. [5] For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ. [6] Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same things we suffer. [7] We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God gives us. [NLT] 

I believe God uses sufferings to bring us together as a people and through it we also experience first hand how great a love God has for us and what He was willing to do to bring comfort to us; to create compassion, kindness and love toward one another, a oneness [unity] that supports a bond that even the devil can’t penetrate.

Sufferings tears down the big I’s, the little you’s, competitiveness, selfishness, harshness, and creates a level playing field where everyone has a voice and an opportunity to make a difference in someone else’s life.  But the devil has deceived many in the Body of Christ into thinking that if you’re suffering, you must not be doing something right.  The scripture says if we’re being buffeted about with our own faults we need to take it well, but if we’re being persecuted for righteousness sake we are to be happy [paraphrased].  Even the psalmist David said ….weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning [Psalms 30:5].
We keep forgetting that when we seek to bring pleasure, glory and honor to God, God smiles and it makes everything in our life and in our world okay.  Just a smile from God makes His joy flood our soul.  Hallelujah!  Help me praise Him somebody!  That’s from seeking to pleasure Him!
Take Home Message

My Sisters and Brothers, the devil doesn’t like us when we convert to Christianity!  And as soon as he can, the devil will start threats against us to convince us it was a mistake to ever leave him and his bag of tricks that kept us in consistent bondage.  He will use our old crew or inner circle of old to try to convince us that we made a terrible mistake by receiving Jesus through faith to be our Lord and Savior and possibly even say to our face, we are not saved because of this or that.  Our mind then goes back to what we used to do, and perhaps makes us doubt our salvation altogether.  Perhaps, you were the life of the party, in the thick of it all so to speak.  In order to follow God, we must give up the SELFISH ambitions of ruling, controlling others for our personal gain and SUBMIT to a higher authority that CAN’T be SEEN with the NATURAL eye.  Yet, many of us have great difficulty loving ourselves and one another who we see everyday with the natural eye.  We need saving really bad ya’ll and from a lot of things!  We really do!  Salvation is just the being [positional sanctification], but then there is a life of progressive sanctification.  He that hath begun a good work in you will finish it all the way until Jesus returns [Phil. 1:6, paraphrased]
We can trust and believe in God.  God wants to have a relationship with us.  He first showed His love toward us by making us in His image.  He gave man a responsibility in the Garden of Eden, a free will choice, a helper to stand beside him to love him and to be in relationship with him so that man would not be alone.  Even after man fell in the garden, God’s love for us set in motion a way whereby we could be redeemed back to Him.  God has proven His love to us and for us.  There is nothing more He can do that He hasn’t already done to prove His love to and for us.  Genesis 1:[27] So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  John 3:[16] “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

Paul learned from experience.  He appreciated his Damascus road experience.  He shared his passion for God through his writings so that we may learn from him and others.   Romans 5:[8] But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  Are we still not tired of trying to do things on our own?  We should be seeking to please God, because of ALL He has done for us, sending His only begotten Son to die on a Cross by the shedding of His blood for us which includes that automobile we drive, that house or apartment we live in, that family member who happily takes care of us; that job we go to everyday, those children we have, the food we eat, the entertainment we enjoy and so much more physical things we take for granted.  Who do we think we are to think that WE pulled ourselves up by the bootstrap?  Oh, God!  God has allowed us to do what we do—the good, the bad and the ugly, because of the free will choice He gave us from the very beginning of creation.  His love for us is what prevented Him from giving us what we justly deserved—death because of our disobedience.  Yet we find it so hard to meet Him spiritually.  God is a spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth [paraphrased].
I didn’t mean to be this lengthy, but you can see where my heart is—each day I wake up I experience more of God’s love in spite of myself.  That my Brothers and Sisters is something you just can’t keep to yourself, and we shouldn’t want to keep this GREAT A LOVE from anyone.  God loves to have fun!  He laughs at me ALL THE TIME!  Just don’t play with HIM!
Recommended Reading

Growing up in the Baptist faith there was a passage of scripture read at most revivals.  I really didn’t understand nor could I appreciate it back then, but I sure do now.  It is…Romans 10:[1] Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved. [2] I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal.  [3] For they don’t understand God’s way of making people right with himself. Refusing to accept God’s way, they cling to their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep the law. [4] For Christ has already accomplished the purpose for which the law was given. As a result, all who believe in him are made right with God. [5] For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person right with God requires obedience to all of its commands. [6] But faith’s way of getting right with God says, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will go up to heaven’ (to bring Christ down to earth). [7] And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the place of the dead’ (to bring Christ back to life again).” [8] In fact, it says, “The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.”  And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: [9] If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. [11] As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” [12] Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him. [13] For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” [14] But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? [15] And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!” [16] But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah the prophet said, “Lord, who has believed our message?” [17] So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ. [18] But I ask, have the people of Israel actually heard the message? Yes, they have: “The message has gone throughout the earth, and the words to all the world.” [19] But I ask, did the people of Israel really understand? Yes, they did, for even in the time of Moses, God said, “I will rouse your jealousy through people who are not even a nation. I will provoke your anger through the foolish Gentiles.” [20] And later Isaiah spoke boldly for God, saying, “I was found by people who were not looking for me. I showed myself to those who were not asking for me.” [21] But regarding Israel, God said, “All day long I opened my arms to them, but they were disobedient and rebellious.” [NLT]  
God bless each of you until next time,

Pastor Andra 
