ATV/Scooter Startup Procedures – Troubleshooting

1. Ensure that your battery is hooked up correctly and fully charged.  It is better to put your battery on a “trickle” charger while you assemble your machine.  Also ensure that you have a correct amperage fuse in the inline fuse holder co-located with the battery.  If the fuse is blown/installed incorrectly/bad, the machine will not start.  (there is a spare fuse in the fuse holder).


2. Ensure that the fender “kill” plug is securely attached to the fender (This completes the electrical circuit and the machine WILL NOT work if this is incorrectly installed or is faulty).
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3. The LEFT brake handle that is co-located with the manual “kill” switch, MUST BE held/set in the braking position in order to complete the electrical circuit.
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4.
The manual “kill” switch located on the handle grip assembly MUST be       physically pushed to “center”  position.  If for any reason the kill switch has been tampered with and pushed to “kill” position, the machine WILL NOT START until the switch is pushed to “center”.  Although the switch itself will recenter (spring loaded) after using the kill switch, it does not “center” the electrical circuit, and the machine will act as dead, until physically recentering this switch – THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT THING TO KNOW ABOUT YOUR MACHINE!
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5.  Now that you’ve checked all of your electrical switches, it would not be a bad idea to double-check all electrical wiring harnesses and connections to ensure all are satisfactory and secure.

6. Ensure that the fuel tank fuelcock is set to the “open” position, so that fuel flows freely to the carburetor.  At this time, it is also a good idea to check the fuel lines to ensure there are no kinks in them.  (kinks in the fuel line lead to erratic and uneven idling and performance).
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7. Do I need to say, ensure there is enough gas in the fuel tank?

8. Turn your ignition switch to the “on” position.  You should have indications of power (as a result of being required to depress the left brake handle prior to starting, your rear brake light should be on when the ignition is turned on).
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9. One more thing to remember – Choke:  If it is the first time you’re starting your machine, or if it has been awhile since you have and the engine is “cold”, it is a good idea to apply some degree of choke when starting.  After a brief intial warm-up (unless you’re in frigid conditions – then it will take longer to warm up), return to the “No-choke” position.  On most machines “up” is full choke, and down is No choke.  Check for raised symbols on your choke lever for the correct choke position.
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10.   Now depress the start switch on your machine and prepare to give it a slight amount of throttle to keep it running until you go “off” choke, and it idles smoothly. 

11.   If you need to do any carburetor adjustments,  please follow the steps below.  If for any reason you are unsure of procedures, please see a qualified service technician.

Carburetor Adjustment Procedures (use the carb pictures above)
If you find your machine difficult to start or keep running and you have narrowed the problem down to carburetion, you can utilize the following procedures to assist you in adjusting the carburetor for maximum efficiency and to facilitate startup (this also applies to high altitude carburetor adjustment).
The screw with the spring on it is the idle adjustment screw.  the other
brass colored screw that is "almost" flush with the body of the carburetor is the FUEL
adjustment screw.  
1. Turn both screws all the way in until they gently "seat".
2. Back out the fuel screw by about 1 3/4 turns and the idle screw by 2.
3.  Start the engine and slowly adjust the FUEL screw (allowing the engine time to adjust to your adjustment) until you get the smoothest, fastest rpm's that you can.  
4. Then adjust the IDLE screw until you have a steady low to mid-range rpm on the engine - not too slow, not too fast. 
