
 1

 
 

2nd Annual Meeting, Pre-Conference Training & Conference 
Bay Gardens Hotel 

Rodney Bay 
SAINT LUCIA 

June 23rd – 24th, 2008 

 
Presenters’ Profiles 

 
 

 
 

FREDERICK BERNARD 
 

Frederick Bernard’s sixteen years of professional experience extends both regionally and internationally. 
He was a Manager in Risk Advisory Services at Ernst & Young Canada during the period 2004 – 2006, 
where he performed extensive work with Sarbanes-Oxley Compliance documentation. Frederick has a 
wealth of experience with Risk Assessments as he has reviewed Risk Assessment strategies for several 
organizations within the manufacturing, retailing and financial institution sectors in relation to their 
internal control assessments and fraud management strategies. 
 
He is a UK designate accountant, a Fellow of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 
(FCCA) and a Canadian designate accountant (CGA). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Manager – Risk Advisory Services,  
Ernst & Young Caribbean  
Ernst & Young 
5/7 Sweet Briar Road  
St. Clair, Port of Spain  
Trinidad & Tobago, WI 
Tel: 1 (868) 628 1105 ext 5020 
Mobile: 1(868) 722 2375 
Email: Frederick.Bernard@tt.ey.com 
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TIMUR GÖK 
 
Timur Gök is on the faculty of the Department of Finance at Northern Illinois University where he 
teaches courses in corporate finance, international finance and business economics in the 
undergraduate, the MBA and the Executive MBA programs.  Before joining NIU, he was Director, 
Domestic Finance at Deere & Company and prior to Deere, he was Assistant Treasurer at AT&T Capital 
Corporation. 
 
Timur Gök is a former Fulbright Scholar and holds a M.A. degree in Economics from Washington 
University in St. Louis and an Advanced Professional Certificate in Finance from New York University.  
He began his professional career at the University of Florida, where he taught economics.  He is a 
member of the American Finance Association and Financial Executives International (FEI) and is the 
Regional Director of the Chicago Chapter of the Professional Risk Managers’ International Association 
(PRMIA).  He is currently working on a manuscript on corporate valuation, governance, risk 
management and off-balance sheet financing. 

 
 
 

 
Regional Director, 
PRMIA Chicago 
Department of Finance 
Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
Tel: (815) 753 6395 
E-mail: tgok@niu.edu 
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DAVID MILLAR 
 
David Millar is the Chief Operations Officer of PRMIA (Professional Risk Managers' International 
Association). This 50,000-member association of risk professionals offers risk management standards, 
accreditation exams and specialist training. He is an experienced and popular trainer, writer and 
conference presenter in Basel II, Sarbanes-Oxley, and risk management including credit, enterprise and 
operational risk, and produces a variety of news reports and newsletters on these subjects. As a noted 
consultant and influential industry expert, he has worked at both board and operational management 
levels in Europe, Africa, Asia and the USA in investment banking, brokerage and exchanges, clearing 
and settlement services. David is active in the risk community and associated industry consultations, 
advising both vendors and financial institutions, as well as sitting on various examination panels. He is 
experienced in the positioning of IT and process products and services and assists vendor organizations 
in the formulation of sales and business strategies. He worked for many years in the consultancy, 
outsourcing and IT services arenas and in the late 90’s ran an £130 million turnover operation at one of 
the major computer services organizations. 

 

Chief Operating Officer, 
PRMIA 
London 
United Kingdom 
Tel: (011 44) 20 7978 6564 
E-mail: david.millar@prmia.org 
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JOHN E. PALMER 
 
John Palmer has over 30 years of progressive professional experience in the financial service industry in 
the United States and internationally. He has served the industry with a consulting firm, and with the “Big 
Four” over the last 22 years in the United States. During his tenure at a “Big Four” firm, John was a 
Director in the Office of the General Counsel, provided accounting and auditing advice to in-house and 
outside counsel. 
  
He has four years experience as General Auditor for a $5 billion publicly traded banking institution. In 
addition he managed the internal compliance monitoring function for the Bank. He is a CPA and 
Chartered Accountant - member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  
 
John holds an MS in Theory of Auditing, Accounting and Taxation and a BS in Accounting from the 
University of the Witswatersrand, South Africa. He resides in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 

 
 

Managing Director/Principal, 
Integrated Compliance Solutions 
1451 West Cypress Creek Road, Suite 300 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 
Phone: (954) 489 2712 
Fax: (954) 489 2721 
Cell: (954) 806 1863 
E-mail: jpalmer@icscompliance.com 
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ANDREA ST. ROSE 
 
Andrea St. Rose has over 20 years experience in the accounting profession and has provided 
consultations on a wide spectrum of business advisory assignments. A former Senior Manager at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Kingston, Jamaica and later Director at PricewaterhouseCoopers, Saint 
Lucia, Andrea has delivered assurance and business advisory services to companies across a wide 
spectrum of industries.   

 
Andrea is a Director for a number of companies incorporated in Saint Lucia and serves on the Audit 
Committees of two large Saint Lucian entities. She is currently the Vice President of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of the Eastern Caribbean (Saint Lucia branch).  She has delivered a number of 
presentations on IFRS and has provided IFRS opinions to a number of companies operating in Saint 
Lucia.  
 
In addition to being a Chartered Accountant, Andrea holds a Bachelor of Laws degree from the 
University of Wolverhampton, U.K.  She is also a Chartered Corporate Secretary, a Certified Fraud 
Examiner and holds a Master of Business Administration degree from the University of Wales, U.K.   
 
 
 
 
Andrea St Rose & Associates 
Tel:  (758) 456 6114 
E-mail: stroseg@yahoo.com 
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ERIC VINCENT-GUICHARD 
 
 
Eric Vincent-Guichard is Managing Director and Chief Investment Officer of GRAVITAS Capital. As CIO, 
he advises about $1.5 billion in global and sovereign institutional assets. He also heads the Sovereign 
Solutions Practice which includes innovative macro solutions such as the Sovereign Debt Redemption 
Fund, Ltd. and the Pension Support Fund, Ltd. In addition, he has initiated and manages innovative 
Absolute Return Products such as the Global Opportunity Fund, Ltd and the Tactical Allocation Fund, 
LLC. He has 4 financial “patents pending” with the US Patent & Trade Office. 
 
Prior to 1996, Eric was Investment Officer at the World Bank Treasury department, managing an 
aggregate of US$8 billion in Bank multi-currency liquidity. He was also tasked with the delivery of the 
Department’s Financial Technical Assistance activities, serving 72 sovereign and multilateral institutions 
worldwide. 
 
A graduate of Ecole Nationale Supérieure Universitaire de Techonologie of Dakar, Sénégal and of the 
Harvard Business School where he earned his MBA (World Bank Scholar and Harvard Fellowship 
recipient), he is a member of the Bretton Woods Committee – an economic development think tank 
based in Washington, DC. He is also a member of the World Bank’s Africa Department’s “Brain Trust” 
on harnessing remittances for economic development, and a member of the Washington Association of 
Money Managers. 
 
 
 
Chief Investment Officer, 
GRAVITAS – Washington  
Tel: (202) 434 8341 
E-mail: eguichard@gravitascapital.com 
Website: www.gravitascapital.com 
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BRENDA M. WILLIAMS 
 
Brenda Williams has twenty one years audit experience in London and Saint Lucia. As a partner in the 
Saint Lucia office of Chase, Skeete & Boland (a member firm of Pannell Kerr Forster), she is responsible 
for Taxation and Entrepreneurial Services. She also has responsibility for the administration and human 
resource management of the firm which includes recruitment, formal and on-the-job training, and 
counseling. Her audit experience has covered a wide section of industries including tourism, insurance, 
finance, retail, statutory bodies and funding agencies. 
 
Mrs. Williams has served on several boards in Saint Lucia, including: Radio Saint Lucia; The Public 
Service Reform Commission; and the Board of Governors of Sir Arthur Lewis Community College. She 
has also been appointed by the Governor General to the Government Salary Review Commission for 
parliamentarians and top civil servants. 
 
 
 
 
 
Partner, 
Chase, Skeete & Boland  
Colony House, P O Box 360 
John Compton Highway 
Tel: (758) 452 2500 
E-mail: brendab@candw.lc 
 
 
 


