




Experience the Miracle

Imagine, in the near future, a clear 
and beautiful Saturday at our 
completed Antioch site. Laughing 
toddlers are enjoying the swings 
and slides on the Antioch playground. 
Cheers and shouts rise from the 
sidelines of the baseball and softball 
fields. An adult soccer team prac-
tices at the adjacent field.  A group 
of teenagers enjoys a weekly pick-up 
game on the basketball court. 

You too, can experience this miracle 
as you partner with the rest of our 
Antioch family in fulfilling the vision 
that God has given. The Antioch 
Stewardship Campaign will be a 
three-year long walk of faith as we 
strive to meet the goal that is set 
before us. We invite you to walk with 
us by contributing your Time, Talent 
and Treasure to raising enough funds 
to complete the park site. Our goal 
is to raise $2 million by they end of 
2008. As we strive to reach our goal, 
we can look forward to seeing the 
miracle that God works through us.  
It will be a very real and personal 
experience for you, as God works in 
your life to fulfill his purpose.

Please join with us in fulfilling 
The Vision That God Has Given!

June 8th
Graduation Celebration

June 15th
Father’s Day

June 17th
Pastor Mitchell’s Birthday

June 21st
Church Picnic – William Land 
Park

June 29th
Blood Drive – Fellowship Hall

Welcome 
New 
Members!

Ministry
Opportunities

Have you considered using your 
talents and gifts?  Antioch has 
twenty-eight ministries that are 
incomplete until you volunteer to 
serve in one of them.  The ministries 
are listed below for your connivance:

AP Cuisine
Assimilation
Audio/Visual
Children’s Ministry
Christian Counseling
Christian Education
Connects Ministry
Doorkeeper (Ushers)
Empowerment
Epistle Newsletter
Events
Facility Management
Grandparents
Intake Counseling
Keep-In-Touch
Men’s Ministry
Mighty Women of God
Nurses Ministry
Partnership Cell
Prayer Ministry
Recovery Ministry
Security
Sonshine Greeters
Spiritual Movement
Sports and Recreation
Web Ministry
Wedding Planning
Welcome Hosts
Worship Ministry
Youth Ministry

For additional information contact 
your Tribe Leader or Antioch 
Progressive Church at 665-2600.   

Phil. 3:14 “You can do all things through 
Christ Jesus whom strengthens you”
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May 11th, 2008

Latrice Anthony

May 18th, 2008

George H. Chiles, Jr.
Bonnie Currie

May 25th, 2008

Gregory Ray Brice

 

Dates of Vacation Bible Club: July 7-11, 2008

Time: 5:00 Dinner, 6:00-8:30 VBC program

Place: Antioch Progressive Church

Pre-registration: Sign up your children to participate! 

It’s Free & Fun For All! Classes for ages Nursery-18yrs & 

Adult classes too!

Antioch Progressive

Lord’s Family Life Center

7650 Amherst St., 

Sacramento, CA 95832

916.665.2600

www.antiochpbc.org



yoke them with a loyal friend, a 
special study buddy.  Encourage 
them to pray during times of 
dis-ease and ask God to be merciful 
unto them.  Psalms 57: 1-3.

Even the maturated ones entering 
the workforce need a dose of 
courage.  The workforce can be an 
arena of untrustworthy climbers 
who will step on shoulders to 
ascend to the highest rung of the 
ladder.  Learn how to recognize 
them. Then keep away from them.  
Paul says to be wise about what is 
good and innocent about what is 

evil.   Romans 16: 17-19

Schooling doesn’t promise to be 
easy-going.  It will throw one into an 
abyss of despair at times.  When that 
happens… admonish your student 
to rise up and start afresh.  Nudge 
your student to strive for their 
personal best, inspire them in 
realizing their goals, and nurturing 
their dreams.  From frivolous youth-
ful days to responsible maturity their 
life-long educational future, holds an 
abundance of challenges both 
pleasant and distasteful.  Advise your 
student to take it on with an ambi-

tious heart an adventurous soul and a 
courageous attitude and spirit.

Congratulations!  Students, Families, 
and Friends!
Persis Ingram, Chairperson  
 
Graduation/Promotion Team 
Georgia Allen    
Tommy Allen
James Holmes
Cassandra Thames
Ethel Vaughan

10

During this magnificent time of year 
when graduating and promoting 
students have persevered with persistence 
to complete another year of study, they 
are ready to relax their entire being.  
They don’t want to see another crayon, 
pen, pencil or laptop. They are excited 
about the ceremonies and celebrations 
planned in their honor but the desire to 
get on with “whatever comes next” is 
both anticipated and feared. As you 
notice them striving courageously on 
their path toward successful results 
encourage them in their tenacious efforts.  

Little ones moving on to first grade need 
a measure of courage.  Help them 
develop it. Do you remember leaving 
your mom the first time ever?  A bit 
overwhelming wasn’t it?   Fright is the 
same yesterday as it is today.  Ecclesiastes 
says, “There’s nothing new under the 
sun.” Your family probably helped you 
feel more comfortable about your new 
environment by assuring you that after 
school they would come to take you 
home.  They told you that you would 
meet new friends at school who would 
play with them… and that their teacher 
would assign a special buddy who would 

walk with them in line and would even 
walk with them to the rest-room.

Middle ones leaving for college also 
need a pitch of courage.  Courage is not 
the absence of fear. It is the resistance to 
it.  Your graduate will meet people from 
diverse cultures, backgrounds and belief 
systems.  The unfamiliar may breed 
uneasiness.  Jesus said love casts out fear.  
What is Love?  Jesus is Love.  He loves 
us.  Encourage your high school gradu-
ate to develop a prayer life and to 
become serious about truly relying on 
the Holy Spirit for moment to moment 
guidance. Tell them to trust God to 

Proceed With Courage

Antioch Progressive 2008

Graduation

Our Mission 
Statement
To meet the 

community’s spiritual, 

emotional and 

physical needs by 

making and growing 

healthy disciples.
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I still had not joined church yet, but 
I believe that the Holy Spirit was 
guiding me and even though I had 
three children under the age of 5, a 
full-time job, a big house to clean, 
and a marriage to keep together, I 
applied and was accepted to the 
Executive Master of Public Adminis-
tration program at Golden Gate 
University.  

My program was mostly online so I 
studied and completed assignments 
on my laptop whenever I 
could...before I got the kids up for 
school, on my lunch break, while 
cooking dinner, while waiting for the 
clothes to dry, after the kids' home-
work and baths, and then from the 
late evening until the wee hours of 
the morning.  I was determined to 
get through the program in less than 
the prescribed 2 years.  I set my goal 
to graduate in 18 months and to 
complete the program with honors.

Some terms, I took two classes at a 
time as a full-time student when the 
rest of my colleagues were taking only 
one as part-time students.  This 
summer, I will realize my goal of 
graduating with my Master’s degree in 
18 months and I will graduate with 
Highest Honors recognizing my 4.0 
grade point average.

Now that my family and I are in 
church, we realize that it was God's 
will that I be humbled and made to be 
obedient.  It was important for me to 
go through my trials so that I would 
come to Christ and that I would put 
education, continuous improvement, 
and the spiritual needs of my family 
ahead of money and job titles. 

Equally important is that my children 
have watched me through my journey 
and they have a role model that they 
can emulate to pursue higher educa-

tion.  They will know that the only 
thing stopping them from succeeding 
is their refusal to be obedient to God 
and his plan for them.  

For working mothers and non-
traditional students, I hope they also 
know that it is never too late to start or 
go back to school.  In fact, in these 
uncertain economic times, continuous 
improvement and furthering your 
education and training may be your 
best safety net.  I am striving to remain 
obedient to God's will and likely will 
continue my formal education in the 
pursuit of a Doctorate or Law degree.  
I will continue to use my God-given 
talents to serve, inspire, and support 
my family and my community.

Graduates Continued…



Our 2008 Antioch Graduates!
Preschool to Kindergarten

ShaBon Hankerson Jr.
Camelia Basic

Antonio Atkins

Caleb Lang

Kindergarten to First Grade

Paige Blaney
PS7

Jevivian Patrick
Barbara Comstock

Arianna Rasberry
Jefferson Elementary

Samia Rasberry
Joseph Sims Elementary
Pooh Bear award for raising her hand all 
day, super job on lobster picture, and 
being respectful, perfect attendance first 
quarter

Elementary to Middle School

Cassandra Chapel
Elliott Ranch

Malik A. Chisolm
Rosa Parks Middle School

Myles Davis (3.0 GPA Perfect Atten-
dance)
Albiani Middle School

Kayla Jelks
Didion 

Keondre Kufa
James Rutter Jr. High
Perfect Attendance Award
Honor Roll

Devontre Lang

California Aerospace Academy
Loves math and science and wants to 
pursue a career in Avionics and become 
a pilot. Attending West Point is one of 
his goals as well as joining the Air Force 
after completing college.

Michael Myers
Toby Johnson Middle School

Arthur Spencer (3.0)
Aureus Middle School 

Dominique Walker
Elizabeth Pinkerson Jr. High

Gregory Stevenson-White
James Rutter Middle School

Jordan Monteiro-Williams
California Middle School

                                   
Middle School To High School

Lakeisha Allen
River City High School

Amber Anderson
Elk Grove High School

Airayanna Calloway
Natomas Pacific Pathways Prep 
(Studying Law)
Presidential Honor Roll, Perfect 
Attendance, Leadership, GATE 

Sean Dixon
Wood Creek High School

Xavier Foster
Franklin High School

Ayesha Harris
John F. Kennedy High School

Trevon Holmes
Consumnes Oaks High School

Allie McKoy 

Franklin High School

Aaron McNeal
Luther Burbank High School
Joaquin Monteiro-Williams
McClatchy High School

Perry Patrick III 
Monterey Trials High School
Last middle school year 3rd trimester
Most Improved in Bible class 3rd  

Ranessa Spencer (4.0 GPA)
New Technology High School

Jovell Strokes
Consumnes Oaks High School

High School to College

Daniel Castro
Not attending college just yet. Traveling 
to Mexico to spread God’s Word
 
Allante Grays
American River College

Brandon Tremayne Jackson
Sacramento City College

Monique Jennings
Sacramento City College

Courtney Leonard-Maye
Community College

Kevin Nolen
Sacramento City College

Tifani Rankin
Johnson C. Smith University

Anthony R. Shirley
California State University Sacramento

Khalehla Simms
Bennett College, North Carolina

continued on page three…
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may hinder their learning.  Jannie’s 
training also has prepared her to be 
sensitive to every child’s needs; as well 
as, to be able to use different teaching 
styles and approaches to stimulate their 
learning.  As she gains more education 
she will be able to work in a leadership 
role. 

Jannie wants to introduce new ideas 
that may better help struggling children 
gain success. By the end of the fall 
semester of 2008, Jannie will only need 
to complete 3 classes.  Her goal will 
then be fulfilled.  However, she says the 
hardship her family is undergoing may 
jeopardize the continuation of her goal. 
Last month, her husband lost his job 
and there’s a possible lay-off for her at 
the end of the school year this June.  

But you know… Jannie says she knows 
God is able to do great things. Her 
hope, faith and trust are in Him. Jannie 
believes she will finish her goal so that 
she can continue to serve the children.  
Jannie, also, will be the first in her 
family to acquire a degree of any kind.

May God continue to bless Jannie as 
we pray for her continued hope, faith, 
and trust in Him.

Camille Wise    

Living In Obedience To God

I was born and raised in San Francisco 
and graduated from Sacred Heart 
Cathedral College Preparatory.  After 
high school graduation, I attended and 
graduated from San Diego State 
University with a BA in Psychology.  
"Something" told me that I might 
want to keep on with my education, 
but I ignored it and decided to start 
working instead.  After returning to 
San Francisco, I began my professional 
career in the public sector with various 
community-based organizations prior 

to being hired by the San Francisco 
Mayor's Office of Children, Youth and 
Their Families where I worked for 
seven years as a planner and policy 
analyst managing city-wide initiatives.

In 2001, I was newly married and 
expecting my first child later that year. 
We had just purchased a brand new 
home in Sacramento and I had been 
promoted to management at the 
Mayor's office.  I based my success on 
how much money I was making and 
not on my personal and professional 
growth, nor on fulfilling a Godly 
purpose.   

At that time, I had no desire to go to 
graduate school to pursue a Master’s 
degree and I was not in church. However, 
"something" was still telling me that I 
should think about going to graduate 
school, but I wasn't considering what 
God's plan was for me.  I was only 
considering how much I could earn 
and spend at will without a real plan 
for the future; and certainly not for 
what challenges were to come. I now 
realize that the "something" was the Holy 
Spirit and that I was being disobedient 
to God's ultimate plan for me.  

In 2003, my family and I moved into 
our big, new home in Sacramento, but 
my husband and I still worked in San 
Francisco.  We commuted every day 
leaving our house as early as 4 am, and 
sometimes wouldn't get home until 
after 8 PM.  Again, my quality of life 
was based on how big my house was 
and how nice my new car was, not my 
financial or job security. 

In 2004, there was a new mayor in 
office and impending budget cuts and 
layoffs were announced.  I was preg-
nant with our second child, or rather 
children, as we had just found out that 
we would be having twins.  Although I 
had been reassured that I had nothing 

to worry about, I was called into my 
supervisor's office, the day before my 
planned maternity leave for my twins, 
and was told that I was being laid off.  
Even though I had been commuting as 
much as 6 hours roundtrip a day while 
pregnant with twins and with a scream-
ing 2 year old in the backseat, and I had 
been a model employee for several years, 
that still wasn't enough to keep me from 
getting laid off.  I was in total shock and 
couldn't really comprehend what that 
meant for me and my family because I 
had planned to be out on maternity 
leave for 6 months anyway.  I didn't 
worry at first, I thought that because I 
had a strong resume and some money 
saved in the bank that it would be easy 
for me to find a job in Sacramento.  

I couldn't have been more wrong...I was 
completely overwhelmed with the twins 
and my 2 year old and found little time 
to search for work.  When I did find 
time for job search, I found that I got 
more rejection letters than interviews, 
and I became very frustrated and 
discouraged.  I was unemployed for 
more than 14 months before I got hired 
by Sacramento County and then the 
City of Sacramento. 

I didn't really enjoy the work, but 
because money was so tight and I wasn't 
qualified for the same level of manage-
ment position I had held in San Fran-
cisco due to lack of a Master’s Degree, I 
accepted jobs I didn't really want. 

To make matters worse, the cost of child 
care for three children was almost as 
much as what I was making.  I decided 
to reevaluate my situation and consider 
something else besides money.  I realized 
that in order for me to have financial and 
job security I needed to continue on 
with my education and pursue my 
Master’s Degree. 

continued on page ten…
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Jonathan Ulrich
Consumnes River College
Varsity Swimming Athletic Award

Breanna Washington 
Community College

ReEntry Scholar

Jannie Thomas
Pursuing AA Degree
Early Childhood Education

Bachelor Degree

Barry Lang
Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration
California State University, Sacramento

Taleish Daniels
Bachelor of Science in Business 
Marketing 
University of Phoenix

Janelle Bailey
Bachelor of Science in Management 
University of Phoenix

Ambrosia Kennedy
Bachelor of Science in Nutrition 
(Graduating with Honors)
Alabama A& M University

Masters Degree

Italo Brown
Masters of Public Health
Epidemiology, and Social & Behav-
ioral Sciences
Boston University School of Public 
Health, Boston, Massachusetts

Jacquelyn Ingram Duncan
Masters of Social Work
California State University, Sacramento

Kaunsausha Monteiro
Masters in Special Education
California State University, Sacramento

Lutisha Rose Roberts
Masters of Science in Physical Education
Alabama A& M University

Camille Broussard Wise
Executive Masters of Public Adminis-
tration (With Honors 4.0)
Golden Gate University

Doctorate
 
Dr. Jeanne M. Taylor
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
The Virginia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Blacksburg, Virginia

BIOGRAPHIES

Janelle Laurice Bailey 

Janelle is a 23 year old native of 
Sacramento, Ca. She will be graduat-
ing this September from the Univer-
sity of Phoenix, Sacramento Campus, 
with a Bachelor of Science in Manage-
ment.  As of this date she carries a 
grade point average of 3.5. 

As a lead singer in Antioch’s Levitical 
Praise Young Adult Choir, Janelle 
blesses and inspires all who are within 
hearing. Believing that nothing is 
impossible through Christ Jesus, she 
will begin the MBA Program at 
National University in January 2009 
with a concentration in Public Admin-
istration and a minor in Management.

Italo M. Brown, MPH 

Italo was baptized at Antioch Progres-
sive where he was a faithful enthusias-
tic member of the Youth Usher Board 
and the Youth Messengers Choir.  At 

his present church of residence, he 
continues serving the Lord through 
mentoring academically challenged 
students. 
 
Italo began attending Morehouse 
College in 2002. Throughout his 
undergraduate years, he was not only 
an honors student, but was also heavily 
involved in Campus Service Initiatives.  
In 2006, he graduated from More-
house with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology, and a minor in 
Public Health. Following his under-
graduate studies, Italo attended gradu-
ate school at Boston University School 
of Public Health. 

In May of 2008, he received his Master 
of Public Health degree, co-concentrating 
in Epidemiology, and Social & Behav-
ioral Sciences. During his matriculation, 
he took a special interest in cervical 
cancer research.  Through rigorous 
coursework, he developed a competi-
tive proposal for a school-based cervical 
cancer/ HPV intervention, which 
targeted Black college-aged women.  
He worked with the MCCCC to 
launch the Massachusetts Cancer 
Survivorship Summit, and with the 
W.E.B. DuBois Institute for African-
American Research at Harvard Univer-
sity on a project to reduce standardized 
test disparities among ethnic students.

Beyond the classroom, he served as an 
abroad recruiter and student liaison for 
the School of Public Health.  Italo also 
joined six undergrad colleagues to 
pursue an entrepreneurial venture, 
Great 8 Productions, LLC. Their 
company has done digital media work 
for JET Magazine, and their 
sub-company, iStep, has been featured 
on BET. Italo was baptized at Antioch 
Progressive and was a faithful enthusi-
astic member of the Youth Usher 

Society of High School Scholars for 
Meritorious Scholastic Achievement 
and the Pursuit of Excellence.

Khalehla was president of the 
Sterling Silver 4H Club and horse 
project, 07-08.  For three years as a 
hand-selected member of the Safe 
School Ambassadors team for 
Pleasant Grove High School she 
helped schoolmates resolve differ-
ences in non-violent ways.  Khalehla 
was a member of the PGHS Link 
Crew, a mentor program that teams 
seniors with freshmen to aid them in 
their transition to high school.

Khalehla was selected to receive a 
George S. "Spanky" Roberts Chapter 
of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. tuition 
assistance award.  

Khalehla will attend Bennett College 
for women in North Carolina 
beginning fall 2008 with the ultimate 
goal of becoming a well-renowned 
pediatrician.

Dr. Jeanne M. Taylor  

A New Doctor in the House 

Jeanne M. Taylor was born into a 
Christian family, raised in Sacra-
mento, and graduated from Bishop 
Manogue High School. As a young 
girl, she dreamed of becoming a 
physician.  Her mother, Gertrude 
Jackson, the second African Ameri-
can Registered Nurse in Sacramento, 
was a major influence in Jeanne’s 
desire to pursue a medical education.  
Jeanne enjoyed science classes and, 
after high school, attended the 
University of California at Davis 
(UCD).  During her college years, 
she discovered that she also enjoyed 
business and political science which 
inspired the design of her degree in 
Health Care Administration.  After 

graduating with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1987, she chose to work 
instead of continuing on to medical 
school.  

Over the next 17 years, Jeanne worked 
in various administrative and legislative 
functions for UCD, Foundation 
Health Plan/Healthnet, the California 
(CA) Department of Transportation, 
CA Department of Health Services, 
CA Department of Corrections, and 
the First 5 California Children & 
Families Commission.  Although 
Jeanne’s work experiences were varied 
and afforded her adequate compensa-
tion and benefits, she felt unfulfilled 
and stifled. During this time, she asked 
God to reveal His plan for her life and 
the spirit led her to revisit the idea of 
becoming a physician.  At first, the 
idea was dismissed as some childhood 
fantasy resurfacing as a mid-life crisis. 
She questioned the magnitude of 
responsibility and refused to believe 
that God would want her to embark 
upon such an arduous life-altering 
journey.  Eventually, she embraced 
what God had revealed to her in 
Proverbs 3:5-6, to “trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and lean not unto 
your own understanding.  In all your 
ways, acknowledge him, and he will 
direct your path”.

After four years of medical school, 
Jeanne will be conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO) 
from the Virginia College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine (VCOM) in Blacks-
burg, Virginia on June 7th, 2008.  The 
designation of DO, like a Medical 
Doctor (MD), is a complete physician 
licensed by state and specialty boards 
to perform surgery and prescribe 
medication. Unlike MD’s, DO’s 
receive extra training in osteopathic 
manipulative treatment (OMT) which 
allows for the ability to use their hands 
to diagnose and treat injury and illness. 

Dr. Taylor attributes her success to her 
faith in Jesus Christ and the loving 
support of her Christian husband, 
John. She began frequently visiting 
Antioch about 5 years ago, but due to 
relocation for medical school, did not 
become a member until the fall of 
2007.  Dr. Taylor is also a mother to 3 
adult children: Sakari, Ronnie, Randy; 
2 teenaged children: Kyla and Myles; 
mother-in-law to Carlos; and grand-
mother to Milagros. Jeanne is also a 
member of many honorary 
medical/professional societies as well as 
community service organizations 
including the Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Incorporated.

On June 21, 2008, Dr. Taylor will 
begin her three year specialty training 
in Internal Medicine at a residency 
program in Portland, Oregon while 
her husband John and children will 
remain in California. Dr. Taylor plans 
to visit her family and Antioch as often 
as her schedule allows. Upon comple-
tion of her residency program, she 
intends on returning to the Northern 
California area to begin practice as 
either a primary care or hospitalist 
physician.

Re-entry Scholar, Jannie Thomas

For over 8 years Jannie Thomas has 
been pursuing a goal of obtaining an 
Associate of Arts degree in Early 
Childhood Education.  College is 
preparing her for her current and 
future career.  She is a paraprofessional 
in a public school setting.  

Jannie provides care and education to 
children from 4 to 12 years of age.  
Her training thus far allows her to 
work one on one with disadvantaged 
children who may have either learning 
challenges or family dysfunctions that 

continued on page five…continued on page nine…
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2008
GRADS

Kindergarten to First Grade

Elementary to Middle School

Janelle L. Bailey

Camille Wise

Ambrosia Le’Ann Kennedy

Kevin Nolen

Dr. Jeanne M. Taylor

Anthony Robert Shirley

Khalehla Simms

Italo Brown

Barry Lang

Monique Jennings

Jacquelyn Ingram Duncan

Brandon Tremayne Jackson

Allante Grays

Tifani Rankin

Taleish Daniels

Pre-School to Kindergarten

Jr. High School Grads
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Board and Youth Messengers Choir.  
Currently, Italo is gaining a year of 
practical field experience and prepar-
ing a grant proposal for his interven-
tion model before entering medical 
school in 2009.

Taleish Daniels 

Candidate for Bachelor’s of Science – 
Business Marketing 
University of Phoenix

Taleish Daniels has been a member 
of Antioch Progressive Church since 
2003. She is an active member of 
Levitical Praise Young Adult Choir 
and has also participated in the 
Drama Ministry as well. A wife, and 
a mother of 5 month old twin boys, 
it has been important to her to 
complete her degree, so much so that 
she transferred from attending school 
“on ground” to the online class 
setting to continue through school 
even in the midst of giving birth. 
After receiving her Bachelor’s in 
Marketing, Taleish plans to continue 
on to graduate school to obtain her 
Master’s Degree in Public Adminis-
tration and from there possibly on to 
Law School. 

Jacquelyn D. Ingram Duncan 

This past May, Jacquelyn graduated 
from California State University, 
Sacramento with a Masters of Social 
Work.  Life for Jacquelyn has not 
been a crystal stair.  It has had a few 
tacks in it.  As a divorced single mom 
managing the rigors of raising three 
children, Ernest, Amber, and Tika, 
working full-time together with an 
occasional week-end job, the death 
of her father, and giving her reason-
able service to the Lord, Jacquelyn 
completed her undergraduate work 
and received her Bachelor of Psychol-
ogy Degree in 1996 from Chapman 

University, Sacramento. 

Jacquelyn has persevered through 
faithful trust in the Lord and a 
supportive family.  Jacquelyn is 
employed with Sacramento County’s 
Department of Health and Human 
Services as a Child Protective Services 
Social Worker; and is the creator of 
Individuals Making Positive Active 
Community Togetherness (IMPACT), 
a sensitivity workshop. 

Jacquelyn stresses the importance for 
all people to remember that as we live 
our lives we are making ancestry for 
our posterity. Although our 
self-determination and motivation 
gives us a great driving force to achieve 
goals, the assumption that our accom-
plishments are solely based on our 
own merit is mistaken opinion. We are 
indebted to God, Jesus the Christ, and 
the Holy Spirit who strengthens, 
teaches, and guide us; to our ancestors 
who paved the way and modeled for 
us; and to our children who will 
mirror us and whose way we pave.  

Jacquelyn is now married to Felix.  
Her son is a university graduate and 
her two daughters are presently 
attending college.

Jacquelyn is currently in pursuit of a 
Multi-Subject Teaching Credential and 
Master’s in Cross-Cultural Education. 

Brandon Tremayne Jackson 

Brandon is a graduate of Valley High.  
He was born June 30, 1990 Sacra-
mento, California and is the son of 
Cynthia Pierson and Bruce Jackson.

Brandon accepted Christ and was 
baptized at the age of three at Antioch 
Progressive Church. He has been 
faithful and active in various ministries 
at Antioch:  Jr. Usher Board, Youth 

Messengers Choir, Club 56, Youth 
Choir, Mass Choir, and Praise Team.

Brandon spent some of his high school 
years playing clarinet in the school band.  
He participated on the JV football 
team; and was a member of Jr. ROTC 
and leadership Council. As a pastime 
he played soccer and basketball.

Brandon says, “I love singing and 
listening to music and want to learn all 
of the various aspects of the music 
industry.  My goals include attending 
Sacramento City College in the fall of 
2008 as a full-time student where I 
plan to study music and business.Upon 
completion, I will transfer to a univer-
sity and complete a business degree.”

Brandon says he realizes that in order 
to succeed, God must be first in his life.  

Monique Jennings 

Monique has graduated from John F 
Kennedy High School.  At Kennedy, 
she participated on the Lady Cougars 
basketball team for two years, the 
on-campus Christian Club, and 
received various recognitions including 
the Principal’s Honor roll.  Monique 
enjoys basketball, music, reading and 
writing poetry. 
 
At Antioch, Monique is a member of 
the Youth Choir and a former tutor of 
the MALACHI Project. 

This fall Monique will attend Sacra-
mento City College.  She says for her 
going to college is a blessing.  It is an 
opportunity for her to give of herself to 
others.  Monique says college will be an 
additional place where God can use her 
as He sees fit.   
 
Monique says she will set out to make 

the Lord her “Major” as she explores 
the disciplines of business and 
journalism together with nurturing 
her competitive spirit through 
basketball.

Ambrosia Le’Ann Kennedy

BS, Nutrition & Hospitality Manage-
ment 
Concentration in Dietetics

Ambrosia Le’Ann Kennedy is the 
daughter of Sis. Cheryl Townsy and 
Travis Townsy.  Ambrosia Le’Ann 
was born and raised in South Sacra-
mento, California. After graduating 
from Valley High School with 
honors in 2004, she decided to 
continue her academic career at 
Alabama A&M University in 
Normal, AL. Because of her strong 
interest in food and how it affects the 
body, Ambrosia majored in Nutri-
tion and Hospitality Management 
with a concentration in Dietetics. 
During her college career, she 
became a member of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc., and joined the Nutri-
tion & Hospitality Club, the Student 
Unit of AAFCS, and Kappa Omi-
cron Nu Honor Society, where she 
held the position of Treasurer in all 
the organizations. She also made 
Honor Roll and the Dean’s List every 
semester in college since 2004 and 
was awarded outstanding student 
within her department each year. 
Ambrosia graduated from Alabama 
A&M University on May 9, 2008 
with a Bachelors of Science in 
Nutrition and graduated Magna Cum 
Laude amongst her class. Ambrosia 
currently has plans to begin her 
Dietetic Internship in order to 
become a Registered Dietitian. While 
working as an RD, she plans to attend 
Culinary School and realize her life 
long dream of becoming a Chef. 
Her motto: “Gold Almighty has 

brought me, the love of family has 
supported me; the joy of friendship has 
uplifted me, and with the guidance given 
by the Holy Spirit, I have arrived!”

Kevin Nolen 

I graduated this June from Laguna 
Creek High School and plan to enroll 
in Sacramento City College this Fall.  I 
was born in San Jose, CA., but moved 
to Sacramento at about the age of 5. I 
am now 17 years old.  I am a Hip- 
Hop artist. I love to make music.  I 
don’t know what my life would be like 
without my music. Music picks me up 
when I am down. It makes me want to 
get up and dance at times, and it also 
can just get me in a very good mood. 

I was given an opportunity to perform 
at the Sacramento County Fair on 
May 25th at 6:00 pm.

I also love to play basketball.   I have 
been playing basketball for about 6 
years now, and I can’t get enough of it. 
I use to like football more than 
anything, but now it is second to 
basketball.  I am a very outgoing, fun 
type of person, if you get to know me. 
I may look serious all the time, but I’m 
not.  I like to be goofy and I like to 
have a lot of fun. But, I do know 
when to get serious.

Tifani Danielle Rankin

On June 4, 2008 I will no longer be a 
student at  Rio Cazadero high school.  
It has taken a long time of trial and 
error to make it thus fare, but none-
theless I made it.  On August 9 of this 
year I will be leaving the comfort of 
my home in Sacramento, California to 
engage in the experience of a lifetime.  
I will be off to Charlotte, North 
Carolina, to attend Johnson C. Smith 
University (a HBCU) to take up the 
study of Business Administration.  For 

this opportunity I am truly grateful.  

I would like to thank GOD for this 
chance of a life time.  I also want to 
thank Him for all that He has done for 
me prior to this occasion and all that 
He is doing and will continue to do in 
my life.  He is a mighty GOD.  I want 
to thank both my immediate family as 
well as my Antioch family for pushing 
me to success and keeping me on my 
toes. I have been a member of Antioch 
since 2002.  I attend Youth Church 
and was baptized in January 2008 at 
Antioch.   Because I enjoy expressing 
myself through dance, I am an 
energetic member of Prayer in Motion.

Thank you and keep me in prayer.

Anthony Robert Shirley 

I am a graduating senior at Monterey 
Trail High School in Elk Grove, 
California.  While attending Monterey 
Trail High School, I participated in 
football and wrestling for three years.  
In addition, I participated for four 
years in the Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) 
program.  The AVID program has 
been extremely important in preparing 
me with skills that are necessary for 
college and a successful career.

I have been accepted to California 
State University, Sacramento and will 
attend this fall.  My major will be 
Business Administration.  Although I 
have not decided on a specific career 
path, I am certain about continuing 
my education.

Khalehla Simms 

As a graduating senior from Pleasant 
Grove High Schoo, Khalehla partici-
pated as a member of the National 
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Additional Graduates…

Allante’ Grays

Allante’ graduates from Cordova 
High School, Rancho Cordova 
where he received an Integrity 
Award, an AL-SOAP scholarship, 
and was on the Honor Roll.   He 
says he prays that his decision to 
attend college will impact his 
supportive family in general, his 
brothers specifically, and also other 
young African American males.  
Allante’ says he wants to serve the 
world through his talents of music, 
art, and architecture.  He has 
served the Lord at Antioch as a 
youth usher, an award winning 
Toastmaster participant, and as a 
youth missionary builder in Tecate, 
Mexico. 

This fall Allante’ will attend 
Sacramento City College. 

Daniel Castro 

Daniel is a graduate of John F. 
Kennedy High School.  He was 
born in Salinas, California on June 
28, 1990, and moved to Sacramento 
at the age of 3.  

As an Antioch youth missionary, 
Daniel traveled to Tecate, Mexico 
to build houses and win souls for 
Christ.  

Daniel is director of Antioch’s Audio 
Visual Department, and diligently 
trains, models, and shares his 
technical knowledge with teachable 
technicians.  Daniel plans to begin 

his college journey at Sacramento 
City College, then transfer to a 
university where there is a solid 
music program or production 
station. 

Daniel says, “With the Lord's help I 
would like to be a pastor and preach 
the word of God in both Spanish 
and English.”




