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Players
win it
for Matt

East Gosford striker Brock Ditton gets the better of two Umina defenders in the match at Hylton Moore
Oval on Sunday. Picture: MARK SCOTT

STEVEN MAHER

EAST Gosford scored one of the
most emotional wins in the club's
Premier League history on
Sunday.

Coach Ricky Sansom was not at
the game but still played a huge
part in a gutsy East Gosford
victory.

Brock Ditton netted a second
half strike to seal a 1-0 win for East
Goford against defending premier
Umina at Hylton Moore Oval, East
Gosford.

But there was no celebrating the
three competition points for the
winners. Earlier in the day

Sansom's son Matt was killed in a
car crash at Green Point.

``Something like that puts every-
thing into perspective,'' East
Gosford assistant coach and
Sansom's close friend Paul Wood-
cock said after the game.

``There was a lot of emotion
before and during the game.

``Ricky has been such a big part
of this club for so long and we're
all feeling for him and his family.

``No parent wants to go through
what he's going through. It's a
tragedy.

n To Page 72
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Aichi class above rivals in Guineas

Aichi, ridden by Kerrin McEvoy, wins the Gosford Guineas at Gosford
last week. Picture: TROY SNOOK

 !"#$%

JOCKEY Kerrin McEvoy de-
scribed Aichi as a ``proper little
racehorse'' after his commanding
win in the Listed Gosford Guineas.

The Peter Snowden-trained geld-
ing was heavily backed and de-
l ivered wi th sty le to win
Thursday's $125,000 race by three
lengths.

Aichi jumped well and led
comfortably early on.

The gelding put the race beyond
any doubt when McEvoy asked
him to go.

``He's got really good form in
open class races so back to the
three-year-old class everyone ex-
pected him to dominate and he did
that again,'' McEvoy said.

``That was a nice win. I'm sure
there's more wins in that sort of
company.''

Aichi's career record stands at
five wins and six placings from 12
starts, with earnings of more than
$550,000.

The Gosford track has been a
happy hunt ing ground for
McEvoy. The world-class jockey
rode a winning treble in his last
outing at the track on February 26.

``Today's my biggest win at

Gosford and I enjoy it here,'' he
said.

The meeting was also a winner
for the Albert Stapleford-trained
Handout.

The three-year-old, owned by
three generations of the Stapleford
family, led all the way to take out
The Sandstone People Hcp over
1000m.

Another Gosford-trained horse,
Tee Tee Dancer, won her second
race from four starts for trainer
Fred Cowell.

n Racing returns to Gosford on
May 7.

Talented
import
bags two

&'""( 

STEVEN MAHER

NIGERIAN import Chris Okonkwo bagged
two goals in the first 15 minutes as Wyoming
scored its second Premier League win of the
season on Sunday.

Okonkwo showed he would be a force with
an impressive double in a 2-0 victory against
Kincumber at Frost Reserve, Kincumber.

Wyoming dominated in the first half but
had to withstand a spirited fightback in the
second half from a winless Kincumber.

Meanwhile, Berkeley Vale continued its
dominant form with a 3-0 win over northern
rivals The Entrance at Tumbi Umbi.

The turning point in the match came in
the 60th minute when The Entrance striker
Terry Dries was sent off with Berkeley Vale
1-0 up. Berkeley Vale scored twice against a
10-man opposition. John Griffin, Brian
Beveridge (penalty) and skipper Geoff
Hutton scored.

Jarrod Reid, Mitchell Jones and Peter
Hamill all found the back of the net as
Budgewoi outpointed Doyalson 3-0 to move
to outright second spot, while Kanwal
notched up its first win of the season,
beating Gosford 1-0 at Gavenlock Oval,
Narara.
n In the women's Premier League
Budgewoi, Wyoming, Gosford City and
Terrigal all scored big victories. Budgewoi
thrashed Umina 6-1, Wyoming was too good
for East Gosford, winning 5-1, Gosford
flogged Tuggerah 8-1 and Terrigal walloped
Kincumber 9-0.

Players win for Matt
n From Page 72

``From a sporting point of view I know the
guys going out and performing so well gave
him a huge lift.

``He came to my house on Sunday night
and got a real kick out of the result. It was
something positive on such a terrible day.
We'll dedicate this one to the family.''

The players found out about Matt
Sansom's death as they arrived at the
ground. Both teams wore black armbands
and there was a minute's silence before
kick-off.

Sansom has been first grade coach at East
Gosford for six seasons and has one Premier
League title. His team kicked off the season
with a humbling 5-0 loss to Berkeley Vale
but has responded with wins against Wyom-
ing and now Umina.

It was 0-0 at half-time with Umina pushing
forward in a bid to snatch a winner in the
second half. But it was the home team which
got the only goal after a quick clearance
from goalkeeper Grant Smith set up Ditton's
length-of-the-field goal. ``It was a fitting
result on a tough day,'' Woodcock said.


