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Is this how Paul did it?

| t is one adventure to serve in Bacolod City and the mountains of Don
Salvador. It is entirely another to travel to other remote areas within the
Philippines with the ministry.

The kids and | departed
Bacolod and headed to
the remote island of
Romblon so | could
participate in an
ordination service in a
mountain church.

The journey itself
produces a host of
adventures you normally
only find in isolated
places of the world like
this.

| was fortunate enough to bring the children on this adventure. Normally
they sit at home when | am gone and endure my stories when | get
back.

This time they rolled off the last boat ride sharing their own stories with
mom € | et us share with you as well
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How do you get there?

T axi, high-speed vessel, van, pump boat, jeepney, trikes, and roro.

[

A great deal of travel is done via
boat in this island nation.

Tiphany found out quickly that
she I s prone to

She did great during the land
travel but had to reach deep
down during the sea travel.

To the right you can see  [IRRTRRETY | I0(1 | QRGNS | WO 320 = payss
Tiphany in the back of a  FeiE L i T | (e
trike. This is a common

form of transportation in

the Philippines.

It iIs not uncommon to
see up to 15 people piled
in a trike.

It took us two days to get
there and two days to
return.

There is no easy way to get in and out of Romblon so you have to
navigate the maze of ships, buses, jeepney, trikes, etc.

The Philippines actually has what
which is where buses load onto ships for part of the journey.
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Donot dri nk t he Coke

We always tell visitors not to drink the water. We need to include telling

The bottles to the left look rather
inviting after a hot sweltering day
i in the Philippine sun.

! If your car is low on gas, you are
I =M at the right place. If you are
thirsty beware

The bottles contain gas for the
trikes.

As you can see to the right,
Romblon is a beautiful place.

The kids loved the beaches
especially since it reminded
them so much of Okinawa

They kept asking why we could
not start a church there.

Why Did The Chicken Cross The Road?

That is the question of the ages and we finally solved it during this
voyage.

It is nothing to see chickens crossing the road in the Philippines. Itis a
daily occurrence.

You are always cautioned not to hit one of them, and if you do, you
should stop your vehicle and compensate the owner.

el
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Why? Because the chicken is their dinner.

We were in a van and two chickens were dancing in the street. Itis
amazmg how smaII of a thud a chlcken makes when you run over it.

We looked in the
rearview mirror and
realized there was only
one left and it was not
dancing anymore.

The driver of the vehicle
got out and tried to locate
the owner of the chicken.

As you can see in the
picture, there was no
shortage of people
gathering around.

The owner was located and the driver gave him 100 pesos (about $2.50)
to compensate for the loss to the family. As it turns out, the owner was
going to cook the road kill in addition to keeping the extra 100 pesos.

Apparently the answer to the ago old question is: so the owner can get an
extra 100 pesos for the sidings .

Need a Lift?
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The picture to the left is a pedal bike. i - ; ]IH ]””

It is common to see vendors toting around
their goods in this manner. 3

Everyday is a new adventure even as
you just try to navigate the roads.
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|
Made it to the mountain top!

The purpose of the trip was to ordain Pastor Ricky as the pastor of the
mountain church. The day before | ate five peso ice cream (visit
http://toddcaplinger.blogspot.com/ for details) and was suffering the
consequences of that action. | was able to drag myself out of the bed
and we travelled via trike to the church.

Pastor Ronaldo was thanked for his six years of service at the Romblon
church and Pastor Ricky was installed as the new pastor.

Mission Complete! Well, almost. Now we had to make the two day trek
back to Bacolod.

The kids are standing in
front of the mountain
church in the picture to
the right.

Just a year ago the
church was destroyed
by a typhoon.

Pastor Ricky will now
pick up the ball and work
to complete the work Ronaldo started. The immediate concern is raising
the 9000 pesos (about $250.00) to install the electricity.
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