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Hebrews 1-2 ~ Christ Is Superior to Angels
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The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers who were in the midst of suffering for their faith.  Because of the persecution, some were reverting back to Judaism to avoid being persecuted as “Christians” and therefore, their spiritual growth had dulled and they were in danger of completely abandoning Christ.  The letter was written sometime between 67-69 a.d. and the author remains unknown.  The book focuses on the superiority of Jesus Christ over the Old Covenant and its rudimentary elements.  Hebrews stands as the clearest book in the Bible concerning the majesty of Jesus Christ.
1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. In 1:1-3, the author of Hebrews (AH) opens the book by immediately highlighting the excellency and superiority of Jesus Christ.  In what ways is the Son of God the greatest revelation of God?
3. In 1:4-14, the AH gives 6 arguments for why Jesus is superior to angels.  Apparently, Jewish believers had an unbiblical/imbalanced view about the nature and role of angels with some even believing they were God’s counselors.  Next to each passage, summarize the argument and add any extra highlights/questions from these passages.

a. vv. 4-5

b. v. 6

c. v. 7

d. vv. 8-9

e. vv. 10-12

f. vv. 13-14

4. In the book of Hebrews, the AH gives 6 warning passages to those who comprised the churches.  In 2:1-4, we have the first of these warning passages.

a. Generally speaking, what purpose do warnings in the Bible directed at those in the church serve?  For believers?  For professing unbelievers?

b. From this warning, what keeps a believer from “drifting” away from Christ?  Practically speaking, what might this “drifting” away look like in someone who professes Christ?

c. Based on this first warning, what would you say to someone who asks, “How do you know if you’re truly saved?”

5. In 2:5-18, the AH returns to his original argument of Christ’s superiority over that of angels, and raises 2 objections that his audience most likely had against his argument.

a. From 2:5-8, the 1st objection raised is that Jesus became a man, therefore, how could He be superior to the angels?  How does the AH answer this objection?
b. From 2:9-18, the 2nd objection raised is that Jesus suffered and was humiliated, therefore how could He be superior to angels?  How does the AH answer this objection?

c. According to 2:18, what faithful promise do we have in the midst of our temptations?  How does this promise aid you in overcoming your personal temptations?

6. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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