	CARE GROUP Bible Study Questions


Hebrews 7-8 ~ Christ’s Superiority Over the Levitical Priesthood and the Old Covenant
For the Week of November 15th, 2009
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The AH introduced Melchizedek in 5:10, but delayed this discussion for the sake of another warning in 5:11 – 6:20.  The reason for speaking of Melchizedek is because the readers were contemplating a departure from Christ to return to Judaism and the Levitical system in order to be true sons of Abraham.  But when they realize that Abraham accepted the priesthood of Melchizedek, and that God Himself asserted the Messiah’s ministry as being after this order, this truth would hopefully point them back to Jesus Christ, whose priesthood is superior to that of Melchizedek.
1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
[For the introduction to Melchizedek, read Genesis 14 and Psalm 110:4 to get the historical background and his relationship to Abraham.]

2. In 7:1-3, the AH introduces Melchizedek’s history.

a. What unique characteristics did King Melchizedek hold?

b. Do you believe this is an OT theophany (visible manifestation of God in Christ)?  Why or why not?

c. How is Jesus “like” Melchizedek?
3. In 7:4-10, in what ways is Melchizedek’s priesthood superior to that of the Levitical priesthood?

4. According to 7:11-14, what are the imperfections of the Aaronic/Levitical priesthood?

5. In 7:15-28, how is Jesus’ priesthood superior to the Levitical priesthood since it follows the order of Melchizedek’s priesthood?

6. In chapter 8, the AH moves on to compare Christ with the Old Covenant.  Because Jesus is far superior to the Levitical priesthood, He also mediates a “better covenant” as well for His people.

a. According to 8:1-6, in what ways is Jesus a far better “high priest” than any human priest?

b. In 8:7-13, the AH launches into the main thrust of his argument that the New Covenant is far better than the Old Covenant.  In what ways in the NC better from this passage?
c. If the NC was made with the nation of Israel, how are Gentile Christians living in the church age a part of this covenant?

7. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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