	CARE GROUP Bible Study Questions


James 1 ~ The Believer’s Suffering and Temptation
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“James, with its devotion to direct, pungent statements on wise living, is reminiscent of the book of Proverbs. It has a practical emphasis, stressing not theoretical knowledge, but godly behavior. James wrote with a passionate desire for his readers to be uncompromisingly obedient to the Word of God… The recipients of this book were Jewish believers who had been dispersed (1:1), possibly as a result of Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 7, a.d. 31–34), but more likely due to the persecution under Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12, ca. a.d. 44).” (from the MacArthur Study Bible)
1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. In 1:2-4, James exhorts his readers “to consider it all joy” when they go through trials. 

a. What are trials? What kinds of trials might his readers have been exposed to? What kinds of trials are we exposed to today?
b. What did James say would be the cause of this joy (v. 3)?
c. James says that through endurance reaching its goal, his readers may be perfect and complete. What do these terms mean?
3. In 1:5-9, James describes the proper way to ask God for wisdom.

a. Who should ask God for wisdom? What specific type of wisdom do you think James has in mind here (v. 5)?
b. In what manner is a person to ask for wisdom (v. 6)? How does James describe the person who does not approach God in this way?
4. In 1:9-11, James introduces the idea of the poor and the rich.

a. What perspective on life should the poor man take? Why?
b. What perspective on life should the rich man take? Why?
5. In 1:12-18, James further discusses trials and temptations.

a. What will be the reward for the one who perseveres (v. 12)?
b. What is the difference in “trials” from v. 2 and “tempted” in v. 13? 
c. Why shouldn’t someone credit God as being responsible for temptation (v 13)?
d. What is the process of sin described in verses 14-15?
e. What characteristics of God does James proclaim as the corrective to a false view of God’s role in temptation (vv. 16-18)
6. In 1:19-27, James discusses what it is to be a doer of the word.

a. What are the first steps necessary to be a doer of the word (v. 19)?
b. What does it mean to “receive the word” (v. 21)?
c. What is James’s illustration in verses 22-25? What is the point of this illustration?
d. What does James say can make a person’s religion worthless (v. 26)?
e. What does James say right religion is?
7. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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