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INVITATION DESIGN GUIDE conr.

step 4
Gather Your Notes
Start compiling a file of invites you like: hand-
and magazine clippings that motivate your
creativity. In addition, professional stationers
often have portfolios filled with hundreds of
examples that can serve as further inspiration
for your own personalized look.

step 5
Interview Designers

It may sound contradictory, but you need to walk
in with a focus as well as an open mind. Examine
the designer’s work and share your ideas. Kinsella
says, “It's important to connect with the person
who will be creating this piece of work for you.”
Do you find that she is listening intently to
what you have to say? Most important, based
on what you are hearing and seeing, is the
style compatible with your own? Have you
seen any past work that you love? If you're not
fond of most of his examples, don't be afraid to
keep shopping around and don't forget to
discuss logistics: Be realistic when it comes to
what you can and cannot afford. Don't rush the
process. Finding someone who really under-
stands your vision is worth the extra effort.
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choose a signature color combo Creata
charm pairing two complementary colo
Dotti Blue and Red. Stationery by Douphine

step 6

Choose a Color
Your wedding colors are the strand ¢
through all the elements of your day.
how you will incorporate these hues ins
paper products: Will you use a colored
colored pattern, or colored paper?
three? Can't settle on one color?
two. Pick a pair that will be comple
but don't settle on pale pink if fuchsia has
been your favorite. Most important, &
how each color looks on the paper sto
assume that an aquamarine font will | '
same on white as it does on cream.

step 7
Decide on a Motif
Do you want a monogram or anot
woven throughout the day’s festivitie
consider adding these themes to your st
For example, an invite to a tropical w
might include seashells and coral. Take

through your designer’s books and tag ps
that you think might mimic your own §

step 8

Select the Size and Shape
Believe it or not, the envelope dr¥
size of the invitation, says Kinsella, &
design needs to fall within your ¢
envelope formats (square, rectangulas.

rectangular). And the envelope shape
tone for your wedding style (an unu



