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Letter from the President

In the great mass of our people, there are plenty of individuals of
intelligence from among whom leadership can be recruited.
-- Herbert Hoover
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One of the greatest challenges we have faced is trying to increase membership iny
ment. | cannot stress enough to you that there are many advantages to being an A
Georgia Chapter member, but it is up to you to use them to your benefit. We are cd
tinually trying to find ways to increase attendance at educational events and membg
meetings, and to fill volunteer positions and committees. All of these things are for
benefit. You the members are our future leaders.
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For this New Year, | am challenging each of you reading this to come to one or twg
meetings a year and to bring a fellow therapist. The AMTA Georgia Chapter needs
| understand you are busy and, if you cannot offer to volunteer for a committee, the
least come to the meetings and educational events. You already pay for the meetir]
your membership dues, which is why the meetings are free. The Chapter always o
affordable and interesting Education classes.
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| know that | stand here as an individual with my own ideas and opinions. | doubt
whether there is anyone reading this that does not hold an opinion on what we sho
doing and how we should be doing it. Let your Chapter board know your ideas and
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“ Looking Both Ways: A Timely Perspective

by Dana Whitfield, Delegate

In the beginning, any member could agiives the delegates and alternates time to
tend and speak in the House of Deleeview and get input from chapter mem-
gates. There were always long lines whis.
ing at the microphones. These meetings
would go into late night sessions becauBlee House of Delegates has used such
everyone was so passionate about beMgK LQJIJYV DV RULHQWDWLRQ
heard. | even paid my own way sine# Delegates meeting help prepare the
there were limited Chapter funds witdelegates and alternates to handle their
membership under 100. jobs with better understanding and more
clarity.
The current structure and format allows
for better, more organized communicaFhe current structure and format allows
tion in that the chapter officers and menfer better chapter input. Given time lines,
bers give their input to the delegate amdfective writing and research go into the
the delegate speaks for them in thhecommendations and position state-
House. Using the time lines, effectiv@ents before being sent to the chapter.
writing and research can go into the rethis gives the delegates and alternates
ommendations and position statementisne to review and get input from chapter

before being sent to the chapter. Thimembers.
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for your Georgia license. This will give
you time to meet requirements in cas
the board returns your application as
incomplete. To download an applicatior

cket, go to www.sos.state.ga.us/plb

First VicePresident
By Toni Roberts

As my term draws to a close, | reali
how fortunate | have been to have h

this opportunity to serve our Chaptelnzo440 I | can be of further assis-

We are a diverse group whose caring elgﬂce, please feel free to contact me

passion for our profession draws us t 204) 255544 or at gr@amtaga.org. |
gether. It was wonderful seeing so mapy, torward to hearj—g_ing from you.. '

of you volunteer at Convention. | hope

you realize that it was you who made us

look good to the rest of our association.
If you enjoyed your volunteer experiSGCretary

ence, perhaps it is time to look at aBy Fran Stewart

other volunteer opportunity, perhaps

even as a chair of a committee or as al appreciate all the support and en

chapter officer. Any past or preserdouragement | have received as th

officer would be only to happy to disGeorgia Chapter Secretary over the pa

cuss this possibility with you. | can tefivo years. | will be resigning after thig

you from experience that volunteering igocoming chapter membership meeting

a wonderful place to learn, to grow, arahd | look forward to helping train my

to meet new people. It is hard to couneplacement.

the ways | have grown through volun- One of my main objectives as secr¢

teerism. tary was to organize all the chapter re
Thank you for allowing me to serveords into an eagg-follow format. In

these past two years and for your godlde process, | compiled a training man

wishes and support. You have made thal for secretaries, which | presented at

effort worthwhile. the Chapter Leadership Meeting durin
the National Convention in Atlanta last
October.

If you think you might be interested
in running for the position of Secretary
feel free to email me (). | will be happy

to answer your questions and discuss tf

_ Well, time has flown since Conveng, gy, nsipiiities of the position.
tion. And we have a wonderful training

for February 24th and 25th. We wel-

come James Graffenberg and his cour, . .
on Active Isolated Stretching. If yomembershlp Chair
have questions or comments about oy Rita Stein

continuing education program, please

stop by my booth at the annual meeting Welcome to you and to the new yeat
and | will have plenty of information or2007! Did you know that YOU are the
hand for you to take home and you carason the Georgia Chapter exists?
ask me any question that you have. SeeThink seriously about making this the
you soon! year of new friendships, new challenge
new adventures, new learning, new vo
unteer efforts, new "esprit de corps"|
new elements of personal growth, ney
attempts to educate others about whg
you do, and why you do it.

With this being the first year of Mas-

Second VicePresident

By Jennifer Green

Third VicePresident

By Vivian Davis

As you may know, the Georgig,
Board of Massage Therapy has begh. s a brand new beginning, an op

har_d at work and is now "?‘CCGP“”Q app ortunity to forge many changes in how
cations. In order to continue practicing . lients and the public at large viev
after July 1, 2007, all massage therapb?}?profession.

must have their Georgia license. If you
are practicing massage therapy in Geor-

gia, it is your best interest to apply now (Continued on pag8)

assage or call the Board office at 478

ge licensure in Georgia, we have be

We are 1100 strong. Together we
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DELEGATES 2007

Dana Whitfield (706) 869021

Meet Your Delegates

Delegates represent the members in the House of Delegates which meets every year a
the AMTA National Convention. They deliberate on bylaws changes, recommenda-
tions and position statements. Chapters may assign them additional duties. They will

Dahlonega danawhitfield@windstream. f\@lseeking your opinions when they receive the packet of recommendations and posi-

Toni Roberts (770) 988040
Marietta amta@cumberlandmusclethe

7704277279
janelmt@bellsouth

Jane Johnson
Marietta

ALTERNATE DELEGATES

Loyce Kemp (478) 391839
WarneRobbins loycekemp@yaho
Kathy Holtman 7068688360
Martinez bacstrokes@aol

Gary Schwander (770) 3647533

Marietta sports@amtaga.olg
UNITS

AUGUSTA

Lee Holtman Unit President

706 838360 Idholtman@aol.q

NORTHWESTGEORGIA

Penny Sanders Unit President

7066259583 ssande5@bellsouth.

AMTA AND AFFILIATES

AMTA
(847) 864123
WWW. amtamassage.org

Massage Therapy Foundation
(847) 865019
www.massagetherapyfoundation.org

National Certification Board for Thera-
peutic Massage and Bodywork (NCTM
1-8002960664
www.ncbtmb.com

Commission on Massage Training and
Accreditation (COMTA)

(847) 865039

www.comta.org

The Federation of Massage, Bodywork]
and Somatic Practice Organizations
www.federationmbs.org

tion statements for the 2007 House. Each chapter is allotted delegates based on the
number of chapter professional level members. Georgia currently has three delegates
F Ay Rree altemnates. Their term began in January for one year. Delegates are elected
at the last chapter meeting of the previous year.

.net
Dana Whitfield, Dahlonega

An active member since joining AMTA iNationally, Dana has served on the Elec-
1985 as a student, Dana Whitfield hésns/Nominations Commission, the
served the Georgia Chapter as PresiddMTA Foundation (now the Massage
VicePresident and has chaired Educ@herapy Foundation) Scholarship Commit-
“tion, Law and Legislation, Bylaws, Awardege, the Finance Committee. As Chapter
Nominating, Long Range Planning, ConRRelations Chair, she implemented creation
-Jpittees. She also chaired the Study GroafpToolkits for Chapter officers and chairs,
Committee, supporting as many as 13 fer which she was selected for both the
gional study groups, In 1994, Dana servidtional Outstanding Committee Chair and
as Chapter Coordinator for the AMTAthe National Officer Awards.
Educational Conference, for which she was
recognized with the National MeritoriousDQD FRPPHQWHG ~,Q HDU
Award. In 1994, she was awarded the Lit®MTA member could attend and speak at
long Achievement Award. She has servéeed House of Delegates. There were always
several times as delegate to the Natiofmig lines waiting at the microphones.
Convention. In 2006, Dana coordinateihese meetings would go into late night
oﬁlﬂe massage room at the National Convesessions because everyone was so passion-
tion. DWH DERXW EHLQJ KHDUG p

D
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Toni Roberts Atlanta

Toni Roberts is celebrating her 20th yeardsw Workgroup, which reviews position

an AMTA member, much of which hastatements to be considered by the House
been spent as a chapter volunteer. She tfaPelegates. At the last Convention she
served as Vice President, Membership Sgave two presentations on position state-
retary, Education Chair, Policy Chair, Gowents to the House of Delegates and the
ernment Relations Chair, Acting Presidel KDSWHU 3UHVLGHQW: -V &R)
and currently serves as First Vice President

and Newsletter Chair. She has served as DP ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR
delegate for several years, and currendy and continue witnessing the ever chang-
chairs the Position Statement Proposal Re-QJ FKDUDFWHU RI WKH DVV

Jane JohnsonMarietta

Jane Johnson has served the Chaptermasst exciting part of being a Delegate is
First Vice President, Education/Meetingjstening to the needs of the members.
Planning Chair, Government Relations/BilDther tasks include writing position state-
Writing Chair, and currently serves as Patents and representing the Georgia mem-
icy Chair. She also chairs the Geordiarship at the House of Delegates during
Board of Massage Therapy. the 2007 AMTA National Convention in

Cincinnati this year. | look forward to hear-
-DQH DGGV 7KLV ZLOO mbgfréeh ybl thig eakahdPHopd td EE¥ you
ing as delegate, and | look forward to serBW WKH $QQXDO OHHWLQJ p
ing the Georgia Chapter this year. The
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